e - -

(/- DESCRIPTION

T o o {Clheck One)
[} Excellent XX Good [’} Fair {3 Deteriorated [} Ruins {7} Unexposed
CONDITION | Coecn omm — (Chuck One)
KW Altered {7} Unaltered K] Moved X¥ Criginal Site

DESCRIOE THE PRESENT AND OFIGINAL (If known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

‘The Jamestown Exposition buildings sre located between Sewells Point and
Willoughby Bay, overlooking Hampton Roads. The Exposition's site was
selected because it was then equidistant from Norfelk, Portsmouth, Kewport
News, and Hampton, but since that time, it has been incorporated into the
city of Norfolk. The U. S. Navy acquired the buildings and surrounding
land in 1917 and the entire area is now included in the U. §. Naval Base.

As originally laid out, the Exposition grounds included twenty-one state
buildings arranged in two equal-size rows separated by five blocks of
grounds. Both rows faced north out over Hampton Roads. Located between the
two groups and set back three blocks were the History Building, the Audito-
rium and its two detached wings. The Auditorium burned in 1941 and was
replaced by Building N-26, Headquarters of the Fifth Naval District. The
wings were not damaged and are now Administration Buildings N-21 and ¥-23.

Of the surviving state buildings, the following remain on their original
sites: Georgia, Maryland, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and West Virginia, as well as the Baker's Chocolate Company House,
The state buildings that burned or were destroyved since the Exposition are
those of Kentucky (a replica of "Boone's Fort'), Louisiana (a Southern style
plantation house), Massachusetts (a replica of the 0ld State House, Boston),
New Jersey (a Georgian Revival mansion), and New York (a large Neo-Classical
building with porticos and shallow central dome). The remaining state
buildings of the eastern group were moved to the western complex im 1934
when the Naval Base reguired land for new construction. The Delaware, Con-
necticut, New Hampshire, Michigan, North Carolina, Rhode Island, and Vermont
buildings are now aligned along what is now Dillingham Boulevard with the
western group. The Illinois Building was relocated next to the North Dakota
Building on Powhatan Avenue, facing south.

All of the remaining buildings have been added to or modified over the years
some more than others; but most retain their basic architectural integrity.
They all are excellently maintained in a handsome residential atwosphere
with spacious yards tastefully landscaped with trees and shrubbery. All are
now used as officers' residences except for the Pennsylvania Building which
is now the Naval Base Officers' Club,

The following arc brief descriptions of each of the remaining original Expo-
sition buildings:

Connecticut Building: frame, three bays with one-bay wings, 2% stories with
shed dormers, two-story portices on wings (since enclosed); modeled after th
Taullmuadge House in Litchfield, Connecticut; moved,

Delaware Building: frame, five bays, 2% stories, gable roof with dormers,
one-story front porch; an example of a "Colonial Homestead'; woved.

Georgia Building: frame, three bays, two stovies, Lemple form with pro-
jecting tetrastylce Roman Doric portico; modeled after the Roswell, Georgia
‘birtbplace of Martha Bulloch, mother of Theodore Rovscvelt.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ninetcen remaining buildings of the 1907 Jamestown Exposition form a
rare surviving collection of Edwardian exposition pavilions. The varied
architectural modes of the structures are an excellent document reflecting
the price and taste of thouse states participating in the Exposition. The
complex also is a significant early example of historic preservation by
the United States Navy which imaginatively adapted the buildings for
officers' residences.

At the instigation of the Association for the Preservaticn of Virginia
Antiquities and the Tidewater Commercial League, the General Assembly of
Virginia passed a bill in 1901 authorizing the Governor to proclaim that
the tercentennial of the landing at Jamestown would be celebrated in 1907.
This bill also invited various cities and sections of Virginia to show how
and in what manner they proposed to hold this celebration.

Norfolk's citizens prevailed upon the City Council to appoint a committee
from its members for the purpcse of securing the event for the city. This
was expanded into a much larger committee which convinced other interested
Tidewater cities that only by the selection of one of its own number and
with the support of all would the Tidewater area secure the celebration.
It also convinced these cities that Norfolk, because of its location, was
the logical choice.

A bill was presented to and eventually passcd by the General Assembly
granting a charter to the Jamestown Exposition Company, which was to hold
its exposition at a site adjacent to Hampton Roads in 1907. Among other
items, the bill stated that this charter would be void unless the James-
town Exposition Company had assets of one million dollars by January 1,
1904, This bill was signed by the Governor in March of 1902, giving the
company almost two yedrs in which to meet the requirements of the charter,
Directors were chosen and General Fitzhugh Lee was elected president.

The site (approximately 340 acres) chosen for the Expositioan was equidis-
tant from Norfolk, Portsmouth, Newport News and Hawpton. Instead of
beginning at once to sell stock, the company waited until the State Legis-
lature appropriated $200,000 in April, 1903. With the exception of the
stock subscribed to by the Directors, mo real efforts were made to secure
the moncy required the following January until six months prior to the
time., On New Year's Fve, with less than Lwenty-four hours to go, therve

was still unsubscribed steock., Finally aud dramatically, just betore mid-
(see continuation” sheet i#4)
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Acquisition Records --Real Estate Division--Atlantic Division, Naval
Facilities Engineering Command, Norfolk, Va.
Dickinson, Nancy C. (ed.) Postscripts--Jamestown Exposition of 1907 Norfolk:

Commandant Fifth Naval Station Library, 1957. (Revised 1965).
Material in Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission archives compiled by

Robert C. Beam, Natural Resources

Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Norfolk, Va.

Staff Assistant, Atlantic Division,
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NAME AND TITLE:

Staff

Virginia Historic Landmarks: COmmlSSlOn

ORGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks GommlSSlon

DATE

January 1975

STREET AND NUMBER:

-221 Governor Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE
Virﬁinia

cooe

Richmon@ﬂ

.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nomipate this property for inclusion
in'the National Register and certify that it has been
Pvaiuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Servu:e The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State K Local [
Cute

Name _ '

Junius .DIIECtOI ATTEST:
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissiont

Title

. FE B Keeper of The Vational Registar
04
Date 1 - I975 Date

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Pressrvation

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Notional Register.

GPO 931.954
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTATE

{July 1969} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [<ounT™
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Norfolk (city)
FOR NPS LISE OMLY
ENTRY NUOMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet) #1

(Number all entrlca)

2., IOCATION
On U. S. Naval Station; located on south side of Dillingham Boulevaxd:

Between Bacon Street and Dale Street:
Delaware Building
West Virginia Building
Georgia Building
Ohio Building
Missouri Building

Between Dale Street and Farragut Avenue:
Maryland Building
Vixrginia Building
Pennsylvania Building

Between Farragut Avenue and Moffett Avenue:
North Carolina/Rhode Island Building
Conmnecticut Building
New MHampshire Building
Michigan Building
Vermont Building

Located on north side of Powhatan Street between Dale Street and Farragut
Avenue: '

North Dakota Building
Illincis Building
Baker's Chocolate Company House

Located on south side of Pocahontas Street between Farragut Avenue and
Bainbridge Avenue;

History Building
Auditorium Wing (Building N-23)
Auditoriuvm Wing (Building N-21)

GFO 921.724



Form 10.2000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 19469} NATIONAL PARK S5ERYICE

Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |=ounNTY

Norfolk (city)
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM R NS USE ONLY

EMTRY NUMB=R DATE

(Continuation Sheet) 12

{(Number all entriea)

7. DESCRIPTION

Illincis Building: brick, seven bays, two stories, hipped roof with central
pedimented pavilion, Ionic pilasters on pavilion and building corners; Geor-
gian revival; moved.

Maryland Building: brick, seven bays with one-story wings, 1% stories, hipped
roof with rounded dormers, pedimented tetrastyle Roman Doric portico; replica
of Homewood, Baltimore, Maryland.

Michigan Building: frame, two bays, two stories, hipped roof with central
dormer, one-story fromt porch; typical Michigan house of period; moved.

Misgouri Building: brick, five bays, two stories, gable roof, pedimented
tetrastyle Roman Doric portico; Georgian Revival mansion.

New Hampshire Building: frame, five bays, 2% stories, hipped roof with
scrolled pediment dormers; modeled after the John Langdon House, Portsmouth,
New Hampshire; moved.

North Carolina Building: frame, five bays, two stories, hipped roof; moved
and greatly altered from its original appearance which included portico and
porches,

North Dakota Building: frame, three bays, l% stories, gable roof with single
wide dormer, one-story undercut front porch; Bungaloid cottage,

Ohio Building: stone, three bays, two stories, hipped roof, one-story Greek
Doric veranda; modeled after Adena, an Ohioc mansion designed by Benjamin IHenry
Latrobe.

Pennsylvania Building: brick, nine bays, two stories, gambrel roof, one-story
veranda with central porte-cochere, clock tower with cupola; replica of Inde-
pendence Hall, Philadelphia.

Rhode Island Building: £frame, seven bays, two stories, hipped rcoof; moved and
greatly altered from its original appearance which reportedly was a replica of
the state's first capitol.

Vermont Building: frame, three bays, 1% stories, gable roof with large single

gambrel-roef dormer, undercut front porch; model of typical resort cottage of
the state; moved.

Virginia Building: brick, nine bays, 2% stories, hipped roof with dormers,
two-story tetrastyle Corinthian portico; Georgian Revival mansion.

West Virginia Building: frame, five bays, 2% stovies, gable roof with dormers
pedimented tetrastyle Roman Doric portico; . Georgian Revival mansion.

(see continuation sheet #3)
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Form 10-3C00 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
{3uly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERYICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INYENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet) #3

ITATE

Virginia

COUNTY

Norfolk (citv)

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

= ReapRadced b O T

(Number ail antrias)

7. DESCRIPTION

Baker's Chocolate Company House: frame, five bays, two stories, gable roof;

replica of typical New England Colonial dwelling.

History Bullding: stucco with brick quoins and other trim, two two-story
pavilions connected by a long one-story center section; Georgian Revival;

converted into a gymnasium,

Auditorium Wing (Building N-21): brick, eleven bays, two stories, flat roof,
five-bay central projecting pavilion with stone facade ornamented with Ionic

engagzed columns; Georgian Revival.

Auditorium Wing (Building N-23): architecturally similar to Building N-21.
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